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According to Article 343(1) of the Constitution, Hindi is the official language of the Union.
Various provisions have been made in the Official Languages Act, 1963 and the Official Languages
Rules, 1976 framed thereunder to promote the progressive use of Hindi as the official language in

Central Government Ministries/Departments/Subordinate Offices.
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It has come to the notice of the Department of Official Language that Section 3(3) of the Official
Languages Act, 1963 is not being implemented by few Ministries/Departments. In this regard, the
Ministries/Departments are required to ensure compliance with this Act. It is noteworthy that all 14
documents mentioned under Section 3(3) (Resolutions, General orders, Rules, Notifications,
Administrative and other reports, Press Releases, Administrative and other reports to be laid before
any House or Houses of Parliament, and Government Papers, Contracts, Agreements, Licenses, Permits,
Tender Notices and Tender forms) should be issued simultaneously in bilingual form and mind while

issuing them this should be kept in mind that the Hindi version is above/before the English version.
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Furthermore, it has also come to the notice that under Rule 5 of the Official Language Rules,
1976, letters received in Hindi are being replied to in English instead of Hindi. Also, under Rules 5
& 7, it should be ensured that if a letter is received in Hindi or any application, appeal or
representation is received in Hindi or is signed in Hindi, then the reply should be given in Hindi

only.
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Although the Official Language Policy is based on inspiration, encouragement, and
goodwill and there is no provision for punishment for violation of these sections, after 75
years of independence, it is expected that these general rules are followed. | am confident
that, given the sanctity of the above subject, you will ensure that these rules are not
violated in your Ministry/Department and subordinate offices. | would be grateful if you
would monitor the use of the Official Language in official works and the above both

aspects at your level.
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